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Artist returns to his Lakewood roots

amd Full vl depth, *You could
almost eat it.”

Matthews will hest his first
Morth Lirtle Rock art show at 6
. teday in the new Lakewaal
Howse Gallery, & former har on
the first lloor of the apartment
bu:lluii.ng' l'-l:'l'l'!l-:'l-d.Hed Ax an art-
apace by logal interior designer

Thomes and Matthews have
even [raveled together to paing
scenes in southern France, on the
coast of Spain and b central
Mexice But their best fripa,
Thomas said, are the simple ones

teld myself, 'Pve got to lears to
paint,™ Matthews said

And so the two forged a friend-
ship now &0 trusting that they are
niat afraid 1o walk up te one
another's works in progress, take
gut their palette knives and
scrape the canvases clean, boldly
chiding one another 1o do better,

By Rob O'Connor
Saf Wirier

Pat Matthews™ art stidio in
Hillerest looks like a gigantic
birthday cake, covered as it is
from Crriental rug to vaulted eeil-
Ing with thick dollops of brightly
calated vil paint
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Indeed, the North Little Rock
ftative and descendant of Park
Hill dewveloger Justin Matthews,
says visitors aren’t likely (o legve
the laft-style space without st
least a fleck of sunny vellow or
vivid red on their clothing ar
skin

But & hE'ﬁ'l.':.-' haiid 1= MECESSArY
to achieve the rugged landscape
portraits he loves to create while
hackpacking or four-wheeling
through the back woods of places
liki Elut'.mgu. Cola

"People like the texture,™ ke
sald ol his work, which he
describes as abstract impression-
ism influenced in equal part by
the work of Vincent Van Gogh
and Clawde Monet.

Indeed, he said, the paintings
he produces are sa rich in color

Tom Chandler

The show. Free and opemn
to the public, will feature &0
paintings ranging from farm
scenes and wooded land
sciapes to bougquets of Clow-
crs and American flags.

Asked about his work,
Matthews, who is just shy of
his 40th birthday, apeaks
with the enthusinsm of
fresh-faced actor on stage,

“ve always wanted to be
an ertist,” he said.

Bt it wasnT until two
years ago when he swapped
architecneral plans for art
lessons with longtime friend
and Litthe Rock artist Barry
Thomas that his career path
was firmly set.

“After meoting Barry, 1

Matthews, above, demonstrates the shart brush strokes he uses
ta give nis paintings a layvered [ook and heawy textures that he
prefers. The artist, below, mixes il paints on his palette

Artist

durthy which they “get up like hunters"
and paing floeded timberlands i Lake
Villepe and Lake Enterprise in Wilmor,
Ark.

"Fawniing the mundane is the pregtisst,
not the grandiose," said Themas, who
refuses to take credin for helping
Matthews hone his artisrle skitls

“He works so hard at it. Every year he
gets better. , . . I inspiring.”

Truth 15, Matthews bas possessed an
arfisiic eve since he was voung, a likely
combination of natral talent and (he
influence of family members whose
interests meluded srchitecture and
mLsic

Hiz lather, Charles Matthews of Bella
Vista, wonld frame his drawings of [low-
ers and give them away o Family friends
az & way ol encouraging his son to contin-
ue working at his crafi. They also would
visit museums here and abroad &o the
youngster coild study up close the works
of masters like Van Gogh and Monet,

There was even an impressive colbec-
tkan of original arvaeork, sueh as "The
Young Artist" by Delta artist Carol Clar,

in the fwmily's
Lalkewnod haomie

After praduating
from Little Rock
LCenitral, where he
wasg voled “mos
artisie,” Matthews
studied architeciure
at the University of
Amizona at Tucson.

[hviring his senior
year, he won the
school's o design
prize, which includ-
ed ey [or 8
European tour and a
jobe at Andersen
Debartels Pan, a
renowned Arizona
architecmire firm,

Alter callege,
Marthews worked
Ior several architectiural firms. And then,
in 1989, he moved hack o Lirile Rock,
where b set up his own firm in
Hiilcrest.

But his artistic skills were soom
eclipsed by modern technology.

“Architecture used o be
about drawing,™ he swid.
“Mow, it's all [done] on com-
puters.”

So two years ago Matthews
slarted painting full time,
never daring o leok back
excepl right before his firsg
art show at & Latile Kook
gallery

“Teouldn't sleep for days
before the first show,™ he
recalled, laughing

But hix worries were far
nasught — the show 2old out
the first night

And so did his second show.

“That gave me incenlive o
go for i Marthews said of
hia mew career, which has
prompted him and his wile,
Eatherine, (o move (0 Sanle
Fee, M0, in order o draw
inspiration from of her artists
a3 well as sell his paintings in
an intermational markst,

His paintings now hang in
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Fat Matthéws' abstract Amencan flags will be included in tonight's show.

twio Santa Fe galleries.

He treats his new trade like a husiness,
he savs, waking up every weekday a1 6
a.m. to paint.

"I work every doy,” he said, adding
that even on the days b can’t force him-
self to pick op a print brush he doeg
something like updare his Web site or
prepare the heavy wooden frames — sev-
eral of which are made out of wood har
vested from ancient barns.

Still, Matthews sadd, he finds no fun in
the maney part of his enterprise.

I foct, hae leaves the pricing of his
paintings o his wile, And most of them
caosl heiween $300 and £7 000

M oney] takes the fun out of 11,7 e
said. “T just painr.”

And the self-proclaimed sutdoorsman
who enjoys honting, fishing, hiking and
camping, does a lot of painting outdoors,
encircled by Aspen trees or surrodndesd
by cypress-lined mars hland

He usually backpacks or uses his foyr
wheeler, which is equipped with a heater
s0 he can paint in cold weather, to ger his
supplies aut io B remote srea And he
palnts right there on the spot, wailing

until he gets back home to touch up the
work, using the hundreds of phatographs
he takes as reference puinis

He zavs he just enjoys being outside,
abd he can't resist the templation to
sometimes pull over on the side of a road
and start putting color on caivas

“I look at everything as a painting,™ he
zaid. “When I drive down the road, |
don't get very far”

Hill he has nat forgorten his rooks,
cherishes this chance to come home and
display his work in & building s grand-
Father built in & neighborhood his great
prandfather extablished

Indeed, it is semething he Fashions
domg with seme regularity, he admits —
though even getting ready for a shaw
like ronight™s he is still his own harshes:
critic

“I'm frustraved with just about every
thing | do." he said.

Which sometfimes keeps him painting
unt:l he can hardly paint anorther stroke
or painting so fasi he has to remind him.
self to stop and “breatbe” by placing a
aticky note on his easel

“¥ou have to do it and do it,” he said




